. While 
Mantidactylus
Molecular studies on form a monophyletic lineage (Richards and Moore, 1998; Bossuyt and Milinkovitch, 2000; Richards et al., 2000; , although they had been previously assigned to three different subfamilies in the family Ranidae (Blommers-Schldsser, 1993) . Based on the genetic evidence, Vences and Glaw (2001) proposed including representatives of the five genera in a separate family Mantellidae, with three subfamilies (Mantellinae, Boophinae, Laliostominae). Despite of the important recent progress in knowledge on the batrachofauna of Madagascar (Glaw and Vences, 2000) , a number of groups remain largely unknown. Such is the case for the frog species classified in Laurentomantis, which at present (Glaw and Vences, 1994) is considered as malagasius (Methuen and Hewitt, 1913) and M.
(L.) ventrimaculatus (Angel, 1935 Dubois (1980) , Trachymantis was also preoccupied (by Trachymantis Giglio-Tos, 1917) . Dubois (1980) thus created the replacement name Laurentomantis, which was considered to merit genus rank by Blommers-Schldsser and Blanc (1991) and Dubois (1992) . Glaw and Vences (1994) Osteological data refer to the cleared and stained specimens listed in Table III. Terminology and character definitionslargely followthe accounts of Clarke (1981) , Drewes (1984) , BlommersSchlosser (1993) , Glaw and Vences (1994) , and Glaw et al. (1998) . Characters were analyzed with PAUP*, version 4 beta (Swofford 1998 T s a r a t a n a n a T s a r a t a n a n a T s a r a t a n a n a T s a r a t a n a n a T s a r a t a n a n a L a u r e n t o m a n t i s 
eye c e n t r e ,
a n t e r i o r eye c o m e r , (2) b e t w e e n eye and n o s t r i l ,
n o s t r i l ,
s nout tip, T s a r a t a n a n a T s a r a t a n a n a T s a r a t a n a n a (Glaw and Vences, 1994 
Andasibe, (7) Ankeniheny,
Vohidrazana, (9) Ambohitantely (Fig. 3) (Tables   111 and IV) . We also ascertained that the number of tarsals, previously used to distinguish both genera (Blommers-Schlosser, 1993; Glaw et al., 1998 M a n t e l l a l a e v i g a t a M a n t e l l a a u r a n t i a c a M a n t i d a c t y l u s 
